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tlemen to do the honors of the bedchamber, a head
butler, a chief cook, two footmen, four running-
footmen in gold livery, six valets de chambre, twelve
footmen for the house, two porters, ten musicians
clad in scarlet, a steward, a treasurer; finally, for the
diplomatic work, four secretaries and four gentlemen.
His gallantry was notorious. He was always at the
theatre. He used to wear the different hunting-uni-
forms of the noblemen whom he visited.

One Corpus Christi Day, he and all the Embassy,
in their green uniforms slashed with gold, broke
through a procession which blocked their path, in
order to join a hunting-party given by the Prince of
Paar. His prodigality was excessive, and the conduct
of his suite was most scandalous. Maria Theresa
hated him as if she had a presentiment of the harm
he was to do Marie Antoinette. The Empress wrote
to the Count of Mercy-Argenteau, January 19, 1772:
"I cannot express approval of the Ambassador Rohan.
He is a huge volume of evil language which is ill
suited to his position as ecclesiastic and as minister;
he lets it flow in the most impudent way on every
occasion, with no knowledge of affairs and without
the necessary gifts, but full of levity, presumption,
and indifference. . . . His suite is also a collection
of people destitute of merit and of morals."

Every day Maria Theresa complained more bit-
terly. She wrote again to the Count of Mercy,
March 18, 1772: "The Prince de Rohan displeases
me more and more; he is a worthless fellow. . . .